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Faithfulness

"If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free."  (John 8:31-32 ESV)

This verse was the one given to me by  Rev. Ted Zeile, on my 
Confirmation day, March 30, 1970.  It has stuck with me throughout the 
years, because it  has to do with faithfulness.  While we know that "faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ," 
faithfulness is the follow-through that comes after faith.

While having faith is free, being faithful is costly.  On the one hand, 
"For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that  no one may 
boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV)  On the other hand, "Be faithful unto 
death, and I will give you the crown of life." (Revelation 2:10 ESV)  
Being faithful is putting faith into action every day.  It is living the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ as most important every day of our lives, and 
living as if the world is only temporary.

My prayer for myself, our new confirmands, as well as our whole 
congregation is to be faithful to our Lord, Jesus Christ.  That is what  
John 8:31-32 is about—being brought into the faith and staying in the 
faith, by continuing in the Word of God.  That is also what our Epistle 
reading for today states: "For you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring 
word of God."  (1 Peter 1:23 NIV)

It is always my hope when I plant a seed in the Spring, that it will come 
up and produce a healthy plant.  The reason that is my hope is because 
experience has taught me that they do not all come up.  That is because 
seed is perishable.  But the seed from the Word of God - that is part of 
our Baptism - is imperishable.  That imperishable seed gives eternal life.  
And it is that same Word of God that we need to continue to abide in.  
For if you continue in that truth (being faithful) that truth will set you 
free.

"Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near." (Hebrews 10:23-25 ESV)

Have faith, be faithful.

In Christ,
Pastor Walsh

 Calendar of 
Church Events    

Week of April 30

TODAY
Sunday School/Bible Class      9:00 am
Worship  / HC                        10:00 am
       Confirmation of Youth

MONDAY, May 1
Quilters, DR         9:30 am
Bd. of Elders, DR         6:00 pm
PTO, SR          6:30 pm

TUESDAY, May 2
Dorcas Circle, DR        9:30 am
 
WEDNESDAY, May 3
Women’s Bible Study, DR        9:30 am

THURSDAY, May 4
School Chapel/National Day of Prayer
   8:30 am
Men’s Bible Study, DR             6:00 pm
Handbells         6:15 pm
Worship Team                           7:15 pm
Sanctuary Choir                        7:30 pm

SUNDAY, May 7
Sunday School/Bible Class      9:00 am
Worship                                  10:00 am
Brunch & Brushstrokes, Gym 12:30 pm

Attendance - April 23

10:00 am - 184

School Open Houses
Tuesday, May 16
Thursday, May 18

5:00-8:00 pm
Kindergarten Round-ups

6:30 pm
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Spring Flower Sales - Our St. Paul Grades 1 - 7 
Students are selling beautiful spring plants including 
flats, hanging baskets, patio pots and potted plants. 
Order forms are available at the Information Center and 
in the office. Orders are due Friday, May 5 and items 
must be picked up  on Friday, May 12, 3:00-6:00 pm. 
Money is due Monday, May 22. This is a fundraiser for 
each class’s 8th grade Washington, DC trip. 

National Day of Prayer Breakfast - Thursday, May 
4, 7:30-9:00 am at Flushing Valley Country  Club. 
Tickets - $15 each - will be available before and after 
Sunday services on April 23 and 30.

“Brunch and Brushstrokes” - Note Date and Time 
Change - Sunday, May 7, 12:30 pm. Mother’s Day 
Celebration Painting Party  for all moms, children, 
sisters, aunts, best friends. Join us in our gym as we 
are guided through a lovely  painting session after 
enjoying a light brunch with the ones we love. Cost is 
$30 per person. Registration form and payment is due 
by May 1. Sponsored by our PTO.

Franklin Avenue Mission News - May 16 & 18 are 
the next dates volunteers from St. Paul are welcome 
to serve at the mission. Take a look at the list in the 
hallway for the times and opportunities.

Seniors of St. Paul (SOS) [formerly called Retreads] 
will meet on Tuesday, May 16, 11:30 at Ruggero’s 
Restaurant on Corunna Rd. Anyone age 50 and over 
is invited. Please call Bob or Shirley Florine, 
810-635-8764, on or before May 15 to make your 
reservation. We’ll be happy to reserve a place for you 
at a table in our private room.

Voter’s Meeting - May 21. The following Church 
Council positions will be open: 
A.     President – 2 year term
B.      Director of the Board of Elders – 2 year term
C.      Director of the Board of Family Life / Christian 

Care – 2 year term
D.      Director of the Board of Trustees – 2 year term
E.       Director of the Board of Christian Growth - 2 

year term
F.       Director of the Board of Evangelism – 2 year 

term
G.      To be elected to a one-year term to finish 

existing term:
     i.    Director of the Board of Stewardship – 
ii.    Director of the Board of Christian Education -
 
The budget for the 2017-18 fiscal year will also be 
voted on.

Michigan District-wide 500th Anniversary 
Reformation Worship Service - On Sunday, 
October 15, 2017, 10,000 Lutherans from all over the 
state of Michigan will gather at the Breslin Center on 
the campus of Michigan State University for a 
once-in-a-lifetime worship event as they  celebrate the 
500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. 

Sign-up Forms are in the hallway for free tickets to 
the Reformation service and also for bus 
transportation to the event. There will be a cost for 
the bus - $15 to $20 per seat.

Save Box Tops and Bueche’s Receipts and drop 
them off at the office. Both help our school earn 
funds to offset expenses. (Note - Bueche’s Receipts 
must say “Kids Amt 2017” at the bottom. The 
campaign for this school year has ended and receipts 
must be turned in by June 30)

Movie Night - May 12, 6:00 pm  
“The Story of David Ring”

Pizza, Popcorn & Pop
You’ve never heard a speaker quite like David Ring. 
He always focuses on a person’s need to conquer the 
personal challenges and adversities of life. His 
message will move your heart, and you will know that 
nothing is impossible if God is in it. As one who has 
not been stifled by his physical limitations, he clearly 
states his challenge to everyone. “I have cerebral palsy 
- what’s your problem?”

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Save the date for VBS:

June 19-23 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Theme - Mighty Fortress: In Jesus the Victory is Won

VBS can't happen without YOU!
Please ask Pastor how you can help 

or contact Becky Belill

Summer Sports Camp - Pastor Brant Engel is 
leading a free football camp for students in grades 1 - 
8, deaf and hearing, at St. Paul. The camp will be 
held June 19-22, 9:15-11:45 am. Registration forms 
will be available soon.

Outreach Corner - Luke 24:13-35: Once again, 
today, we celebrate the blessings of Easter with one 
another, focusing on Jesus’ resurrection appearances.  
Did you notice that none of the resurrection 
appearances were marked by dramatic settings?  
Jesus was mistaken for a gardener.  He showed up on 
a dusty road. He walked along the shoreline watching 
His disciples’ fish. We notice the common, every day 
sights and sounds of Jesus’ appearances and the 
ordinary  routines which He blessed with His abiding 
presence.  The resurrected Jesus comes to us in Word 
and Sacrament, ordinary means, and He appears to us 
at meal times, in fun times, amid our work and in the 
face of our worries.  He comes to people of faith and 
to those plagued by doubt and worry. Did you miss 
Christ’s presence with you today? Ask the Holy 
Spirit to give you the eyes to see Jesus’ abiding 
presence on your walk of life today, and then 
celebrate it, but also boldly share this truth with 
others. Jesus is alive! He is present with and for you. 
And He is alive for the world around you. 
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